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D scription 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Technical Field 

The Invention relates to a cassette security contain- 
er of the type for holding a package containing an audio, 
video or CD cassette. More particularly the invention re- 
lates to such a security container which enables the cas- 
sette to be displayed in a usual display case or rack of 
the type heretofore used only for unsecured cassette 
display packages. 

Background Information 

Audiocassettes, videocassettes and compact discs 
(CD) have become increasingly popular over the past 
several years and have become an important segment 
of the recording and movie industry. These three gen- 
eral types of recording media are displayed in retail 
stores for sale and/or rental in a variety of display pack- 
ages. Audiocassettes are most predominantly sold and 
displayed in a two-piece plastic case of the type shown 
as prior art in U.S. Patent No. 4,627,534. These plastic 
display boxes are usually wrapped in a clear cellophane 
outer wrapping to protect the cassettes from contami- 
nants and prevent their removal from the outer protec- 
tive plastic package or box. 

The video tapes or cassettes are usually displayed 
in a cardboard sleeve containing printed indicia thereon, 
which identifies a particular movie or other video pro- 
gram recorded on the cassette tape. These videocas- 
settes also are then contained in a variety of display 
packages for subsequent display at the point of sale. 

Likewise, CDs are most commonly stored in a con- 
tainer referred to as a "jewel box", somewhat similar to 
the type of package shown in U.S. Patent Nos. 
4,084,690, 4,702,369 and 4,903,829 wherein the disc is 
contained within a hinged-lid plastic package. 

It has become important, especially in the audio- 
cassette market, that the plastic packages or boxes in 
which the tapes are contained, be repackaged in an out- 
er security package to prevent their theft from the dis- 
play cases used in most retail businesses. Various types 
of display and security containers have been developed 
for audiocassettes such as shown in U.S. Patent Nos. 
4,759,442, 4,381,836, 3,871,516, 4,881,645, 
4,834,238, 4,285,429 and 4,589,549. Likewise, due to 
the increased cost of CDs, security devices also have 
been developed for displaying them, such as shown in 
U.S. Patent Nos. 4,718,547, 4,805,769 and 4,871,065. 

Although these security containers for the various 
types of cassettes have proven satisfactory for many ap- 
plications, they do present one major problem, that is 
the overall size of the security container is larger than 
desired for certain applications, and in particular for use 
with certain display cases. Various display cas s hav 



b en developed for displaying audiocassettes, CDs and 
videocassettes, wherein these cassettes are displayed 
in their unsecured packages, usually by inserting the 
package at one end in an elongated groove or slot en- 
s abling the user to look at a plurality of such cassettes 
by pivotally moving the cassettes within their particular 
storage groove, which grooves are arranged in rows in 
the storage containers. One example of such a display 
rack is shown in U.S. Patent No. 4,781 ,292, with another 
type being shown in FIG. 14 of the drawings of the 
present application. 

These display cases can involve a substantial out- 
lay of money by the store owner and are not applicable 
for use with the various cassettes when the cassettes 
are housed in security containers, due to the increased 
thickness, particularly in the ends of the security con- 
tainers. This necessitates either displaying the cas- 
settes in an unsecured package in the existing display 
racks, which can be expensive to the retail establish- 
ment due to loss through shoplifting and theft, or replace 
these existing display racks with new racks which can 
display the various cassettes in their security contain- 
ers. Again, increasing operating costs for the merchant. 
The above problem is solved by a security container ac- 
cording to claim 1 . 

U.S. Patent No. 4,627,534 is one of the closest prior 
art containers known relating to the subject invention, in 
that it recognizes this display problem due to the in- 
creased thickness of the display case, and attempts to 
solve the problem by providing a different type of cas- 
sette package. However, the package of this patent is 
still unsecured. Furthermore, it still increases the thick- 
ness of the bottom edge of the storage package making 
it unsuitable for display in various types of display racks 
heretofore used for the cassette packages not con- 
tained within a security container. 

Therefore, the need exists for an improved security 
container for various types of cassettes, in which the 
cassettes are preferably maintained in their usual dis- 
play packages, but when placed in the security contain- 
er, are able to be displayed in display racks heretofore 
used for unsecured package, by providing of an end por- 
tion of the security container with a thickness generally 
equal to the thickness of the usual unsecured display 
package now contained in the security container. 

We are aware that E P-A-0 1 57 056 discloses a con- 
tainer for holding a plurality of compact discs. It is de- 
signed to be permanently secured to a rack. This con- 
tainer does not include a portion equal to the width of a 
single compact disc case, and can not therefore be used 
in the same rack as that used for unsecured single com- 
pact disc cases. 

According to the invention as defined in claim 1 , 
there is provided a security container which holds the 
package or case of either a single compact disc a single 
audio cassette or a single video cassette wherein the 
container includes a base having a storag compart- 
ment formed by first and s cond spaced parallel end 
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walls, a pair of spaced parallel side walls and a bottom 
wall having an access opening opposite of the bottom 
wall for placing and removing the package or case into 
and from the storage compartment, the storage com- 
partment having a size and configuration generally 
equal to that of the package or case being contained 
therein, which furthermore has a separate lid with a top 
wall, an end wall and a pair of spaced parallel side walls; 
and the container also has pivot means spaced inwardly 
from the first end wall of the base for pivotally mounting 
the lid on said base, the bottom wall terminating in a 
spaced relationship from the first end wall to provide an 
end portion of the container defined only by the first end 
wall and adjacent portion of the side walls and having a 
thickness defined by the height of said end first wall and 
sidewall portions nearly equal to the thickness of the 
package or case contained within the storage compart- 
ment. 

Some of the advantages of such a container are that 
the article contained within can remain in its usual dis- 
play and storage package, thus retarding theft of the 
cassette and its display package. Having a portion with 
a thickness equal to the article within enables the secu- 
rity container to be mounted and displayed in display 
cases and racks heretofore only useable for the unse- 
cured package. The security container can be posi- 
tioned in the display rack by the end with the same thick- 
ness of the article contained therein. Also the container 
can be easily injection moulded of various types of plas- 
tics in two components, a base and a lid. The lid can 
then be easily snap fitted in position, thus providing eco- 
nomic manufacture and assembly of the security con- 
tainer. 

Locking means is provided on the base and lid for 
releasably securing said lid in a closed position on the 
base to prevent unauthorised removal of the article from 
the storage compartment; and that key means is provid- 
ed that is engageable with the locking means for releas- 
ing the lid from the base enabling said lid to be moved 
to an open position for removal of the article from within 
the storage compartment. 

The use of such a key prevents or reduces the un- 
authorised removal of the article from within the security 
container. The locking lid enables the security container 
to be reused after the package and cassette is removed 
from the container by authorised personnel. 

The pivot means includes a pair of pivot posts ex- 
tending generally perpendicularly outwardly from the 
side walls of the base and a generally key-shaped open- 
ing formed in each of the side walls of the lid; and in 
which the pivot posts are snap fitted into engagement 
within the key-shaped openings of the lid sidewalls. 

The bottom wall of the base is substantially open 
and is comprised of a first ledge adjacent to and extend- 
ing along the second end wall of the base, and a pair of 
spaced second and third ledges each b ing adjacent to 
and extending along a respectiv one of the spac d 
sidewalls of said base and forming a generally U- 



shaped bottom wall of the base. 

An advantage of the open design especially the rel- 
atively open bottom and top containment walls is that 
the amount of plastics material needed for injection 

s moulding of the base is minimised. The lid also has a 
gen rally open top r ducing the amount of plastic for its 
moulding. The container thus uses a minimum amount 
of plastics material which reduces moulding time and 
material costs without sacrificing security. 

10 a substantial portion of the top wall of the lid is open; 
and in which a recess is formed on an inner surface of 
the lid for holding a security detection device therein 
which is unaccessible when the lid is in the closed po- 
sition. 

is An advantage of the inconspicuously housed secu- 
rity detection device is that unauthorized removal of the 
container from a store, without an authorized personnel 
first removing the article from within the security con- 
tainer at a checkout counter, is prevented. 

20 The locking means includes at least one flexible fin- 
ger having a locking end portion mounted on either the 
lid or the base, and an angled engaging projection 
mounted on the other of said lid or base; in which open- 
ing means is formed in either the lid or base adjacent 

25 the locking means for insertion of the key means there- 
through for moving the flexible finger out of engagement 
with the angled engaging projection whereby the lid can 
be moved to an open position. 

At least two flexible fingers are formed on an inner 

30 surface of the lid and extend generally parallel with and 
spaced from the end wall of said lid; and in which at least 
two engaging projections are formed on an inner surface 
of the second end wail of the base and are spaced from 
the bottom wall of said base. 

35 The key opening means includes at least a pair of 
openings formed in the bottom wall of the base, each of 
said openings being aligned with a respective one of the 
engaging projections. 

Spacer means is formed on the second end wall of 

40 the base for locating an article in the storage compart- 
ment and for providing a locking space between second 
end wall and the article for receiving the flexible finger 
and angled engaging projection therein; and in which 
the spacer means includes a pair of spaced tapered pro- 

45 jections having inwardly sloped surfaces for guiding an 
article into the storage compartment. 

An advantage of the spacer means is that they may 
act as orienting tabs when used with CD packages. 
These will orient the package within the security con- 

50 tainer so that the identifying graphics are oriented in the 
proper position for easy reading by a customer perusing 
through a plurality of the displayed CD's within their se- 
curity containers. 

55 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Preferred mbodiments of the inv ntion, illustrative 
of the best modes in which applicants hav contemplat- 
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ed applying the principles, are set forth in the following 
description and are shown in the drawings and are par- 
ticularly and distinctly pointed out and set forth in the 
appended claims. 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the improved security 
container of the type for holding an audiocassette 
or videocassette with the lid being shown in a par- 
tially open position; 

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the security container of 
FIG. 1 with the lid being shown in a fully open posi- 
tion; 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the security con- 
tainer of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view 
taken on line 4-4, FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a top plan view of the security container of 
FIG. 1 with the lid shown in the closed locked posi- 
tion holding a cassette package therein; 
FIG. 6 is a side elevational view of the security con- 
tainer of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view 
taken on line 7-7, FIG. 5 showing the locking mech- 
anism for the security container; 
FIG. 8 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to FIG. 
7 showing a manually operated key engageable 
with the locking mechanism of FIG. 7; 
FIG. 9 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 1 , show- 
ing a modified form of the improved security con- 
tainer with the lid shown in partial open position, for 
holding and displaying a compact disc; 
FIG. 10 is a top plan view of the security container 
of FIG. 9 with the lid shown in full open position; 
FIG. 11 is a side elevational view of the security con- 
tainer as shown in FIG. 10; 
FIG. 12isaside elevational view similar to FIG. 11, 
with the lid shown in a closed locked position; 
FIG. 13 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional view 
of FIG. 12, showing the security container in a 
closed position holding a CD therein; 
FIG. 14 is a fragmentary diagrammatic side eleva- 
tional view showing the security container being dis- 
played in a usual display rack; and 
FIG. 1 5 is a perspective view of a key for unlocking 
the lid of the security container. 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts throughout 
the drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

A first embodiment of the improved security con- 
tainer is indicated generally at 1 , and is shown particu- 
larly in FIG. 1. Container 1. is of the type which is used 
for audiocassettes and videocassettes, with the main 
difference being the overall dimensions thereof. When 
used for an audiocassette, it will contain the usual plastic 



package or cas , indicated at 2 and shown particularly 
in FIGS. 5 and 6, which is used for the sale and storage 
of audiocassettes. When used with a usual videocas- 
sette, container 1 will house a usual cardboard graphics 

5 sleeve (not shown) of the type well known in th art. 

Container 1 includes two main components, a base 
and lid, indicated generally at 3 and 4 respectively. Base 
3 has a rectangular configuration and forms an internal 
storage compartment 5 formed by parallel spaced first 

10 and second end walls 6 and 7, a pair of spaced parallel 
sidewalls 8 and 9, and a bottom wall, indicated generally 
at 10. 

Bottom wall 10 as shown particularly in FIG. 2, has 
a generally U-shaped configuration formed by spaced 
is parallel ledges 11 and 12 which extend along and are 
formed integrally with the bottom edges of sidewalls 8 
and 9 respectively, and a third ledge 1 3 which is formed 
integrally with second end wall 7 and extends along the 
bottom edge thereof. Thus ledge 13 in combination with 
20 ledges 11 and 12, form U-shaped bottom wall 10. 

In accordance with one of the features of the inven- 
tion, bottom wall forming ledges 11 and 12 terminate a 
predetermined distance indicated at 15, from first end 
wall 6. This provides an end of container 1 , best shown 
25 in FIGS. 5 and 6, which is free of any external projections 
and which has a thickness represented by arrow 17, 
equal to the end wall thickness of package 2 contained 
therein, due to the absence of any bottom wall or top 
wall throughout distance 1 5 of the end portion. A lid en- 
30 gaging stop 1 8 is formed integrally with and extends out- 
wardly from the bottom edge of second end wall 7 
(FIGS. 2 and 3). 

In accordance with another feature of the invention, 
a pair of keyhole-shaped slots 25 are formed in the outer 
35 ends of sidewalls 20 and 21 of lid 4 which are snap-fitted 
over a pair of pivot posts 26 (FIG. 4) which are formed 
integrally with and extend perpendicularly outwardly 
from base sidewalls 8 and 9. Pivot posts 26 have outer 
disc-shaped ends 27 which trap lid walls 20 and 21 on 
40 the pivot posts. This arrangement enables base 3 and 
lid 4 to be separately molded and then lid 4 merely snap- 
fitted into position on base 3 by engagement of pivot 
posts 26 within key-shaped slots 25. This enables the 
two components which are of a relatively simple gener- 
45 ally rectangular shaped design, to be easily molded in 
less complicated and less expensive dies than more 
complicated single piece type of containers having ir- 
regular shapes. 

In further accordance with the invention, an im- 
50 proved locking means indicated generally at 30, is 
formed in combination on base end wall 7 and lid end 
wall 22, for releasably securing lid 4 in a closed locked 
position as shown particularly in FIGS. 5-8. Locking 
means 30 includes a plurality of flexible fingers 31 , four 
55 of which ar shown on container 1. However, this 
number can vary without affecting the concept of the in- 
vention. Fingers 31 (FIGS. 7 and 8) each include a ta- 
pered outer end 32 which forms a shoulder 33 with the 
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remaining stem portion of the finger. Tapered outer ends 
32 when moving to a locked position as shown in FIG. 
7, will slide over an inwardly downwardly tapered pro- 
jection 35 formed integrally with end wall 7, which also 
is provided with a right angled shoulder 36. When mov- 
ing towards the closed position, tap red outer ends 32 
of fingers 31 will slide along and pass tapered projec- 
tions 35 of end wall 7, whereupon the flexibility of the 
fingers will enable them to snap-back into position, pre- 
venting lid 4 from moving to the open position by the 
abutting engagement of right angled shoulders 33 and 
36 as shown in FIG. 7. 

A plurality of key receiving openings or holes 39 are 
formed in bottom wall ledge 1 3 in alignment with fingers 
31 (FIGS. 2 and 7). To disengage flexible fingers 31 from 
tapered projections 35 to unlock lid 4, a key 40 (FIG. 1 5) 
is utilized. Key 40 includes a manually grasp base 41 
having a plurality of tangs 42 extending outwardly there- 
from, which upon insertion through openings 39 will 
slide along tapered outer ends 32 of fingers 31 bending 
the fingers inwardly whereby upward movement of the 
lid in the direction of arrow A (FIG. 8), will enable the 
heretofore abutting shoulders 33 and 36 to move past 
each other enabling the lid to move to an open position. 
When in the locked position, end wall 22 of lid 4 will be 
in juxtaposition with and outside of base end wall 7 and 
a bottom edge 44 of lid end wall 22, will abut against lid 
stop 1 8 to properly place lid 4 in its locked position there- 
by preventing movement of lid 4 in either the opening or 
closing direction to maintain fingers 31 engaged with ta- 
pered end wall projections 35. 

To prevent cassette package 2 from interfering with 
the movement of flexible fingers 31, a pair of tapered 
spacers 46 (FIGS. 2, 7 and 8) are formed integrally with 
end wall 7 of base 3 and extend in an angled relationship 
between the inside surface of end wall 7 and bottom wall 
ledge 13. These tapered spacers ensure that package 

2 is firmly seated within storage compartment 5 of base 

3 to reduce rattle of the package within the container, 
and ensures that the package is spaced sufficiently from 
end wall 7 to provide clearance for fingers 31 and to en- 
able the fingers to flex upon closing of lid 4 and upon 
opening when engaged with key tangs 42. 

I n accordance with another feature of the invention, 
a recess 48 is formed on the inside surface of top wall 
23 of lid 4 for receiving a security device, commonly re- 
ferred to as an EAS (electronic article surveillance). This 
device usually will be formed of a magnetic detectable 
material and will activate an alarm if moved between de- 
tectors generally located at the entrance of the retail 
store. This EAS device may be secured within recess 
48 by an adhesive or encapsulation, and is prevented 
from being tampered with due to its location within the 
container, when the container is in its secured locked 
position. 

A second embodiment of the improved security con- 
tainer is indicated generally at 50, and is shown in FIGS. 
9-1 3. Embodiment 50 is similar in most respects to em- 



bodiment 1 in that it includes as main components a 
base 51 and a lid 52 with the main difference therebe- 
tween being the size of the side and end walls thereof 
and the size of storage compartment 5a formed by base 
5 51 . Therefore, the individual construction of base 51 and 
lid 52 is not described in further d tail with the parts sim- 
ilar to those of container 1 being identified by the suffix 
letter "a". 

One of the features incorporated into base 51 of 
10 container 50 not present in base 3 of container 1 , is a 
pair of orienting tabs 54 which are formed on end wall 
6a and extend inwardly into storage compartment 5a. 
These tabs have tapered front edges and are spaced 
above the bottom edge of wall 6a and extend into open- 
15 ings 53 formed in the sidewall 59 of a usual CD storage 
and display package or "jewel box" 55 when the pack- 
age is placed within storage compartment 5a (FIG. 13). 
Tabs 54 ensure that package 55 is oriented in the correct 
position within base 51 so that the graphics contained 
20 therein are properly oriented for viewing when displayed 
in a display rack. 

One other difference in container 50 from that of 
container 1, is the location of an EAS recess 56 which 
is formed in an extension 57 of top lid wall 23a (FIG. 9), 
25 instead of the recess being formed directly in the top 
wall as shown in FIG. 2 for container 1 . Also for certain 
applications, an extremely thin gusset 58 may be formed 
in the open end of base 51 between end wall 6a and 
sidewalls 8a and 9a, to provide increased rigidity for 
30 base 51 due to its larger size than base 3 of container 
1 . Locking means 30 are basically the same for contain- 
er 50 as that of container 1 , and thus is not described in 
further detail. 

Again, the important feature of container 50 is that 
35 the thickness 1 7a of the container end portion, which is 
indicated at 15a, is the same as the thickness of CD stor- 
age package 55, which enables container 50 to be used 
within a display rack, as shown in FIG. 1 4 and described 
below. One of the main advantages of the improved se- 
40 curity container is illustrated in FIG. 1 4, in which the con- 
tainer is mounted and displayed in a display case or rack 
indicated generally at 60. Rack 60 is of a type consisting 
of a plurality of elongated spaces or grooves 61 formed 
by a series of projections 62. Projection 62 usually will 
45 have spaced wall portions 63 and 64 separated by a dis- 
tance 65. These racks enable a customer to look at a 
plurality of cassettes by pivoting them between forward 
and back positions as shown by dash lines in FIG. 14. 
These racks are designed so that groove 62 has a width 
so 65 which is equal to or slightly greater than the width of 
the plastic storage package 2 of an audiocassette or 
graphics display sleeve of a videocassette, or storage 
package for a CD. This Distance 65 is generally the 
same as the thickness of end wall 6 and sidewalls 8 and 
55 9 of container 1 , and for the same end and sidewalls of 
container 50. Thus, containers 1 and 50 can be mounted 
within display rack grooves 61 , due to the thickness of 
the end of the security container being the same as ei- 
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ther the audio or video package or the CD package se- 
curely contained therein, which extends throughout a 
length sufficiently great to extend beyond the top of dis- 
play projections 62, which are distances 15 and 15a of 
containers 1 and 50, respectively. 

Preferably distances 15 and 15a will be approxi- 
mately one inch, and preferably will be within the range 
of between 20% and 30% of the length of sidewalls 8-9 
and 8a-9a of containers 1 and 50. 

Another advantage of the improved security con- 
tainer is that bases 3 and 51 have completely open tops, 
and bottom walls formed only by the U-shaped config- 
uration of the three ledges. This provides for the easy 
insertion and removal of a cassette into and out of the 
base through the completely open top, as well as pro- 
viding a sufficiently open bottom for viewing of the 
graphics on the display package within the container. 
Furthermore, such a construction requires considerably 
less plastic than other security containers having more 
full bottom wall and top wall closures. Another advan- 
tage is the compact size of the container when in the 
closed position due to lid sidewalls 20 and 21 lying in 
closed juxtaposition with base sidewalls 8 and 9, re- 
spectively, when in the closed position. 

Accordingly, the cassette security package is sim- 
plified, provides an effective, safe, inexpensive, and ef- 
ficient device which achieves all the enumerated objec- 
tives, provides for eliminating difficulties encountered 
with prior devices, and solves problems and obtains new 
results in the art. 

In the foregoing description, certain terms have 
been used for brevity, clearness and understanding; but 
no unnecessary limitations are to be implied therefrom 
beyond the requirement of the prior art, because such 
terms are used for descriptive purposes and are intend- 
ed to be broadly construed. 

Moreover, the description and illustration of the in- 
vention is by way of example, and is not limitative to the 
exact details shown or described within the scope of the 
appended claims. 

Having now described the features, discoveries and 
principles of the invention, the manner in which the im- 
proved cassette security package is constructed and 
used, the characteristics of the construction, and the ad- 
vantageous, new and useful results obtained; the new 
and useful structures, devices, elements, arrange- 
ments, parts and combinations, are set forth in the ap- 
pended claims. 



Claims 

1. A security container (1 ,50) for holding the package 
or case (2,55) of either a single compact disc, a sin- 
gle audio cassette or a single video cassette where- 
in the container includes a base (3,51) having a 
storage compartment (5,5a) form d by first and 
second spaced parallel end walls (6,6a,7), a pair of 



spaced parallel side walls (8,9) and a bottom wall 
(10), having an access opening opposite of the bot- 
tom wall (10) for placing and removing the package 
or case (2,55) into and from the storage compart- 

5 ment,th storag compartment (5,5a) having a size 
and configuration generally qual to that of the 
package or case (2,55) being contained therein, 
with said bottom wall (10) terminating in a spaced 
relationship from the first end wall (6,6a) to provide 

10 an end portion of the container defined only by the 
first end wall (6,6a) and adjacent portion of the side 
wall (8,9) and having a thickness (17,17a) defined 
by the height of said first end wall (6,6a) and side- 
wall portions nearly equal to the thickness of the 

is package or case (2,55) contained within the storage 
compartment (5,5a); and which furthermore has a 
separate lid (4,52) with a top wall (23), an end wall 
(22) and a pair of spaced parallel side walls (20,21 ); 
and the container also has pivot means (25,26) 

20 spaced inwardly from the first end wall (6,6a) of the 
base (3,51) or pivotally mounting the lid (4,52) on 
said base (3,51). 

2. A security container according to claim 1 character- 
's jzed in that locking means (30) is provided on the 

base and lid for releasably securing said lid in a 
closed position on the base to prevent unauthorized 
removal of the package or case (2,55) from the stor- 
age compartment; and that key means (40) is pro- 
30 vided that is engageable with the locking means for 
releasing the lid from the base enabling said lid to 
be moved to an open position for removal of the 
package or case (2,55) from within the storage com- 
partment. 

35 

3. The security container according to claim 1 charac- 
terized in that the pivot means includes a pai r of piv- 
ot posts (26) extending generally perpendicularly 
outwardly from the side walls (8,9) of the base and 

40 a generally key-shaped opening (25) formed in 
each of the side walls of the lid; and in which the 
pivot posts are snap-fitted into engagement within 
the key-shaped openings of the lid sidewalls. 

45 4, The security container according to Claim 1 char- 
acterized in that the bottom wall of the base is sub- 
stantially open and is comprised of a first ledge (1 3) 
adjacent to and extending along the second end 
wall of the base, and a pair of spaced second (11) 

50 and third (12) ledges, each being adjacent to and 
extending along a respective one of the spaced 
sidewalls of said base and forming a generally ll- 
shaped bottom wall (10) of the base. 

55 5. The security contain r according to Claim 1 char- 
acterized in that a substantial portion of the top wall 
of th lid is open; and in which a recess (48,56) is 
form d on an inner surfac of the ltd for holding a 
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security detection device therein which is unacces- 
sible when the lid is in the closed position. 

6. The security container according to Claim 2 char- 
acterized in that the locking means (30) includes at 
least one flexible finger (31 ) having a locking end 
portion (32) mounted on either the lid or the base, 
and an angled engaging projection (35) mounted on 
the other of said lid or base; in which opening means 
(39) is formed in either the lid or base adjacent the 
locking means for insertion of the key means (40) 
therethrough for moving the flexible finger out of en- 
gagement with the angled engaging projection 
whereby the lid can be moved to an open position. 

7. The security container according to Claim 6 char- 
acterized in that at least two flexible fingers are 
formed on an inner surface of the lid and extend 
generally parallel with and spaced from the end wall 
(22) of said lid; and in which at least two engaging 
projections are formed on an inner surface of the 
second end wall (7) of the base and are spaced from 
the bottom wall of said base. 

8. The security container according to Claim 7 char- 
acterized in that in which the key means opening 
means includes at least a pair of openings formed 
in the bottom wall of the base, each of said openings 
being aligned with a respective one of the engaging 
projections. 

9. The security container according to Claim 6 char- 
acterized in that spacer means is formed on the sec- 
ond end wall of the base for locating a package or 
case in the storage compartment and for providing 
a locking space between said second end wall and 
the package or case for receiving the flexible finger 
and angled engaging projection therein; and in 
which the spacer means includes a pair of spaced 
tapered projections having inwardly sloped surfac- 
es for guiding a package or case into the storage 
compartment. 

10. The security container (50) according to Claim 1 
characterized in that the package or case is a pack- 
age (55) for holding a compact disc; in which a pair 
of spaced tabs (54) are formed on the first end wall 
(6a) of the base and extend into the storage com- 
partment (5a); in which said tabs are adapted to ex- 
tend into side wall openings (53) formed in the com- 
pact disc package for orienting the package within 
the storage compartment; in which the tabs have 
tapered front ends for insertion into the side wall 
openings of the compact disc package; and in which 
the tabs are spaced on edge of said first end wall. 



Pat ntanspru h 

1. Ein Sicherheitsbehalter (1, 50) zum Halten der 
Schachtel oder Hulle (2, 55) entweder einer einzel- 

5 nen Compactdisc, einer einzelnen Audiokassette 
oder einer einz Inen Videokassette, bei dem der 
Behalter einen Grundkorper (3, 51) aufweist, der 
ein durch erste und zwelte beabstandete paraliele 
Endwande (6, 6a, 7) gebildetes Aufbewahrungsab- 

10 teil, ein Paar beabstandeter paralleler Seitenwande 
(8, 9) und eine Bodenwand (10) besitzt, und der ei- 
ne Zugangsoffnung gegenuberliegend der Boden- 
wand (10) zum Plazieren und Entfernen der 
Schachtel oder Hulle (2, 55) in und aus dem Aufbe- 

15 wahrungsabteil besitzt, wobei das Aufbewahrungs- 
abteil (5, 5a) eine GroBe und Gestalt besitzt, die all- 
gemein gleich der der darin enthaltenen Schachtel 
oder Hulle (2, 55) ist, und wobei die Bodenwand 
(10) in einem von der ersten Endwand (6, 6a) be- 

20 abstandeten Verhaltnis endet, urn einen Endab- 
schnitt des Behalters vorzusehen, demur durch die 
erste Endwand (6, 6a) und angrenzende Abschnitte 
der Seitenwande (8, 9) definiert ist und eine Dicke 
(17, 17a) besitzt, die durch die Hone der ersten 

25 Endwand (6, 6a) und der Seitenwandabschnitte de- 
finiert ist, die nahezu gleich der Dicke der in dem 
Aufbewahrungsabteil (5, 5a) enthaltenen Schachtel 
oder Hulle (2, 55) ist; und der desweiteren einen se- 
paraten Deckel (4, 52) mit einer oberen Wand (23), 

30 einer Endwand (22) und einem Paar beabstandeter 
paralleler Seitenwande (20, 21) besitzt; und wobei 
der Behalter desweiteren eine Schwenkeinrichtung 
(25, 26) besitzt, die von der ersten Endwand (6, 6a) 
des Grundkorpers (3, 51) nach innen beabstandet 

35 ist, urn den Deckel (4, 52) schwenkbar an dem 
Grundkorper (3, 51) zu befestigen. 

2. Ein Sicherheitsbehalter gemafB Anspruch 1, da- 
durch gekennzeichnet, daft eine SchlieReinrich- 

40 tung (30) am Grundkorper und Deckel vorgesehen 
ist, um den Deckel in einer geschlossenen Position 
losbar an dem Grundkorper zu sichern, um un- 
authorisiertes Entfernen der Schachtel oder Hulle 
(2, 55) aus dem Aufbewahrungsabteil zu verhin- 
45 dem; und daG eine Schlusseleinrichtung (40) vor- 
gesehen ist, die mit der SchlieBeinrichtung zum L6- 
sen des Deckels von dem Grundelement zusam- 
menwirken kann, um es dem Deckel zu ermogli- 
chen, in eine offene Position zur Entfernung der in 
50 dem Aufbewahrungsabteil enthaltenen Schachtel 
oder Hulle bewegt zu werden. 

3. Der Sicherheitbehalter gemaG Anspruch 1, da- 
durch gekennzeichnet, daft die Schwenkeinrich- 

55 tung ein Paar Schwenkpfosten (26) aufweist, die 
sich von den Seit nwanden (8, 9) des Grundkor- 
pers allgemein senkrecht nach auften erstrecken, 
und eine allgemein schlusselformige Offnung (25), 
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die in jeder der Seitenwande des Deckels ausgebil- 
det ist; und bei dem die Schwenkpfost n schnapp- 
verschluBartig in die schlusselformigen Offnungen 
der Deckelseitenwande in Eingriff gebracht werden. 

4. Der Sicherheitsbehalter gemaB Anspruch 1, da- 
durch gekennzeichnet, daB die Bodenwand des 
Grundkdrpers im wesentlichen often ist und besteht 
aus einer ersten Leiste (13), die angrenzt an und 
sich erstreckt entlang der zweiten Endwand des 
Grundkdrpers, und einem Paar beabstandeter 
zweiter (11) und dritter (12) Leisten, die jeweils an- 
grenzen an und sich erstrecken entlang einer der 
zugehorigen beabstandeten Seitenwande des 
Grundkorpers und eine allgemein U-formige Bo- 
denwand (10) des Grundkorpers bilden. 

5. Der Sicherheitsbehalter gemaB Anspruch 1, da- 
durch gekennzeichnet, daB ein wesentlicher Teil 
der oberen Wand des Deckels often ist; und in wel- 
chem eine Aussparung (48, 56) auf einer inneren 
Oberflache des Deckels ausgebildet ist, urn eine Si- 
cherheitsermittlungsvorrichtung darin zu halten, die 
unzuganglich ist, wenn der Deckel in der geschlos- 
senen Position ist. 

6. Der Sicherheitsbehalter gemaB Anspruch 2, da- 
durch gekennzeichnet, daB die SchlieBeinrich- 
tung (30) mindestens einen flexiblen Finger (31 ) mit 
einem entweder an dem Deckel oder dem Grund- 
korper befestigten VerschluBendabschnitt (32) und 
einen gewinkelten, an dem anderen von Deckel 
oder Basiskorper befestigten Eingriffsvorsprung 
(35) umfaBt; bei dem eine Offnungseinrichtung (39) 
entweder im Deckel oder Basiskorper angrenzend 
an die SchlieBeinrichtung zum Hindurchfuhren der 
Schlusseleinrichtung (40) ausgebildet ist, urn den 
flexiblen Finger auBer Eingriff mit dem gewinkelten 
Eingriffsvorsprung zu bringen, wobei der Deckel in 
eine offene Position bewegt werden kann, 

7. Der Sicherheitsbehalter gemaB Anspruch 6, da- 
durch gekennzeichnet, daB mindestens zwei fle- 
xible Finger an einer inneren Oberflache des Dek- 
kels ausgebildet sind und sich allgemein parallel zu 
und beabstandet von der Endwand (22) des Dek- 
kels erstreckt; und bei dem mindestens zwei Ein- 
griff svorsp rung e an einer inneren Oberflache der 
zweiten Endwand (7) des Basiskorpers ausgebildet 
sind und von der Bodenwand des Basiskorpers be- 
abstandet sind. 

8. Der Sicherheitsbehalter gemaB Anspruch 7, da- 
durch gekennzeichnet, daB die Schlusseleinrich- 
tungoffnungseinrichtung mindestens ein Paar 6ff- 
nungen umfaBt, die in der Bodenwand des Basis- 
korpers ausgebildet sind, wobei jede der Offnungen 
zu einem zugehorigen Eingriffsvorsprung ausge- 



richtet ist. 

9. Der Sicherheitsbehalter gemaB Anspruch 6, da- 
durchg kennz ichn t, daB eine Abstandseinrich- 

s tung an der zweiten Endwand des Basiskorpers 
ausgebildet ist, zum Anordnen ein r Schachtel oder 
Hulle in dem Aufbewahrungsabteil und zum Vorse- 
hen eines SchlieBraums zwischen der zweiten End- 
wand und der Schachtel oder Hulle, urn den flexi- 

io blen Finger und den gewinkelten Eingriffsvorsprung 
darin aufzunehmen; und bei dem die Abstandsein- 
richtung ein Paar beabstandeter abgeschragter 
Vorsprunge umfaBt mit nach innen geneigten Ober- 
flachen zur Fuhrung einer Schachtel oder Hulle in 

is das Aufbewahrungsabteil hinein. 

10. Der Sicherheitsbehalter (50) gemaB Anspruch 1, 
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die Schachtel oder 
Hulle eine Schachtel (55) zum Halten einer Com- 

20 pactdisc ist; bei dem ein Paar beabstandeter Auf- 
hanger (54) an der ersten Endwand (6a) des Grund- 
korpers ausgebildet sind und sich in das Aufbewah- 
rungsabteil (5a) hinein erstrecken; bei dem die Auf- 
hanger angepaBt sind, urn sich in die Seitenwand- 

25 offnungen (53) hinein zu erstrecken, die in der Com- 
pactdiscschachtel zum Orient ieren der Schachtel 
innerhalb des Aufbewahrungsabteils ausgebildet 
sind; bei dem die Aufhanger abgeschragte Vorder- 
enden zum Einfuhren in die Seitenwandoffnungen 

30 der Compactdiscschachtel haben; und bei dem die 
Aufhanger auf einer Kante der ersten Endwand be- 
abstandet sind. 



3S Revendications 

1 . Recipient de securite (1 , 50) destine a contenir I'em- 
ballage ou la boTte (2, 55) d'un seul disque compact, 
d'une seule audiocassette ou d'une seule videocas- 

40 sette, lequel recipient comporte une base (3, 51 ) 
ayant un compartiment d'emmagasinage (5, 5a) 
forme par une premiere et une deuxieme parois 
d'extremite paralleles espacSes (6, 6a, 7), deux pa- 
rois Iat6 rales paralleles espacees (8, 9) et une parol 

^5 de fond (10), ayant une ouverture d'acces opposee 
a la paroi de fond (10) pour le placement de I'em- 
ballage ou de la boite (2, 55) dans le compartiment 
d'emmagasinage et {'enlevement de celui-ci ou cel- 
le-ci de ce compartiment, le compartiment d'emma- 

50 gasinage (5, 5a) ayant une forme et des dimensions 
de maniere g6n6rale identiques & celles de I'embal- 
lage ou de la boite (2, 55) qu'il contient, la paroi de 
fond (1 0) se terminant & distance de la premiere pa- 
roi d'extr6mit6 (6, 6a) pour la formation d'une partie 

55 d'extremite du recipient delimitee seulement par la 
premier paroi d'extr6mite (6, 6a) et la partie voisine 
des parois lateraies (8, 9) et ayant une epaisseur 
(17, 17a) determin6e par la hauteur d la premiere 
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paroi d'extremite (6, 6a) et des parties de parois la- 
terals a peu pres egale a l'epaisseur de Pemballa- 
ge ou de la boTte (2, 55) contenue dans le compar- 
timent d'emmagasinage (5, 5a), leque! recipient a 
en outre un couvercle s6pare (4, 52) comportant 
une paroi superieure (23), une paroi d'extremite 
(22) et deux parois laterales paralleles espacees 
(20, 21), et a aussi un moyen d'articulation (25, 26) 
espace vers I'interieur de la premiere paroi d'extre- 
mite (6, 6a) de la base (3, 51) pour le montage ar- 
ticul§ du couvercle (4, 52) sur la base (3, 51). 

2. Recipient de securite selon la revendication 1, ca- 
racterisd par lefaitqu'un moyen de verrouillage (30) 
est prevu sur la base et le couvercle pour la fixation 
du couvercle en position fermee sur la base pour 
empScher un enlevement non autorise de I'embal- 
lage ou de la boite (2, 55) du compartiment d'em- 
magasinage, et qu'il est prevu un moyen de cl6 (40) 
qui peut Stre mis en prise avec ce moyen de ver- 
rouillage pour d6gager le couvercle de la base pour 
permettre de mettre le couvercle dans une position 
ouverte pour enlever I'emballage ou la boTte (2, 55) 
du compartiment d'emmagasinage. 

3. Recipient de securite selon la revendication 1 , ca- 
racterist par le fait que le moyen d'articulation com- 
prend deux tourillons (26) s'dtendant de maniere 
generale perpendiculairement vers Pexterieur a 
partir des parois laterales (8, 9) de la base et une 
ouverture de maniere generale en forme de cle (25) 
faite dans chacune des parois laterales du couver- 
cle, et que les tourillons sont encliquetes dans les 
ouvertures en forme de cl6 des parois laterales du 
couvercle. 

4. Recipient de securite selon la revendication 1 , ca- 
racteris6 par le fait que la paroi de fond de la base 
est en grande partie ouverte et est constitute d'un 
premier rebord (13) contigu a la deuxieme paroi 
d'extremite de la base et s'etendant le long de cette 
paroi et d'un deuxieme et d'un troisieme rebords es- 
paces (11,12) chacun contigu a une des parois la- 
terales espacees de la base et s'6tendant le long 
de cette paroi, ces trois rebords formant une paroi 
de fond de maniere generale en forme de U (1 0) de 
la base. 

5. Recipient de securite selon la revendication 1 , ca- 
racterise par le fait qu'une partie importante de la 
paroi superieure du couvercle est ouverte et que sur 
une surface interieure du couvercle est fait un creux 
(48, 56) destine a contenir un dispositif de detection 
de securite inaccessible lorsque le couvercle est en 
position fermee. 

6. Recipient de securite selon la revendication 2, ca- 
racterise par le fait que le moyen de verrouillage 
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(30) comprend au moins un doigt souple (31 ) ayant 
une parti extreme de verrouillage (32) monte soit 
sur le couvercle, soit sur la base, et une saillie cou- 
dee de prise (35) montee sur I'autre de ceux-ci, et 
qu'un moyen d'ouverture (39) est fait soit dans le 
couvercle, soit dans la bas pres du moyen de ver- 
rouillage pour I'engagement du moyen de cl6 (40) 
pour le dSgagement du doigt souple de la saillie 
coudee de prise pour permettre de mettre le cou- 
vercle dans une position ouverte. 



7. Recipient de securite selon la revendication 6, ca- 
racteris6 par le fait que sur une surface interieure 
du couvercle sont faits au moins deux doigts sou- 

15 pies qui s'etendent de maniere generale parallele- 
ment a la paroi d'extremite (22) du couvercle a une 
certaine distance de celle-ci, et que sur une surface 
interieure de la deuxieme paroi d'extremite (7) de 
la base sont faites au moins deux saillies de prise 
20 espac6es de la paroi de fond de la base. 

8. Recipient de securite selon la revendication 7, ca- 
racterise par le fait que le moyen d'ouverture pour 
I'engagement du moyen de cl6 comprend au moins 

25 deux ouvertures faites dans la paroi de fond de la 
base et alignees chacune avec une des saillies de 
prise. 

9. Recipient de s6curite selon la revendication 6, ca- 
30 ract<§ris6 par le fait que sur la deuxieme paroi d'ex- 
tremite de la base est fait un moyen d'espacement 
pour le positionnement d'un emballage ou d'une 
boite dans le compartiment d'emmagasinage et la 
formation entre la deuxieme paroi d'extremite et 

35 I'emballage ou la botte d'un espace de verrouillage 
destin6 a recevoir le doigt souple et la saillie coudee 
de prise, et que ce moyen d'espacement comprend 
deux saillies effitees espacees ayant des surfaces 
en pente vers llnterieur pour le guidage de I'entree 
40 d'un emballage ou d'une boTte dans le comparti- 
ment d'emmagasinage. 

10. R6cipient de s6curite (50) selon la revendication 1 , 
caract6ris§ par le fait que I'emballage ou la boite 
45 est un emballage (55) destine a contenir un disque 
compact, que sur la premiere paroi d'exttemite (6a) 
de la base sont faites deux pattes espacees (54) 
qui entrent dans le compartiment d'emmagasinage 
(5a), que ces pattes sont faites pour entrer dans des 
50 ouvertures de paroi laterale (53) faites dans Tem- 
ballage du disque compact pour I'orientation de 
I'emballage dans le compartiment d'emmagasina- 
ge, que les pattes ont des extremites avant effilees 
pour s'engager dans les ouvertures de paroi latera- 
55 le de I'emballage du disque compact, et que les pat- 
tes sont espacees sur le bord de la premiere paroi 
d'exttemite. 
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